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OBSERVATOR. 


The Obfervator end Roger’s Di{courfe upon Favourites, from the Roman Hiftory ; and a Book print- 
ed on that Subje& in the Reign of King Charles the IT. 





From Tennesday, February 25. to Saturday, February 28. 1708. 





After, I want another Roman Sto- 
ry: Do you find nothing about 
Favourites in the Hiftory of that People, and of 
their pernicious Influence upon the Soveraign and 
Subject ? : j 

Of. How does that Conundrum come into thy 

ad, Roger ¢ 
spy Why, Mafter, Thave heard of fomuch 
Mifchief done by Favourites here in England, in 
the Days of our Anceftors, that I would fain know 
if any other Nation, and eipecially if the Romans, 
of whofe Wiidom you talk fo much, were ever rid 
by Favourites. 

Obf. Yes, yes, Roger: There were both He and 
She Favourites among the Romans, who did Mif- 
chief enougli both to Princes and People. The Em- 
peror, Tiberivs, had one topping Favourite, éall’'d 
Sejanws, who wes a bold, daring, crafty Man; a 
cunning Slande er, that mifreprefented Perfons and 
Things to the Prince. His outward Appearance 
was imodeft and humble, but he was inwardly bafe, 


Country-m. 


' proud, and ambitious. By Bribery, and other un- 


juft Methods, he arriv’d to the higheft Pinacle of 
Power; was Commander of the Pratorian Bands, 


‘and equal, nay, rather fuperior in Authonty to 7i- 


berins himfelf, who call’d him the Companion of 
his Cares and Bufinefs; delighted in his Company, 
and fuffer’d his Statue to be worfhipp’d. At laft 
his Infolence made him unfupportable, for he boa- 
fted, that he himfelf was Emperor of Rome, and 
that Tiberius was only Emperor of Caprea, whither 
he had retir'd ; at which 7iberivs was fo much pro- 
vok’d, that he fent Orders to the Senate, and had 
him feiz’d and ftranel’d in Prifon, and involv’d all 
his Family in the like Deftruction. As Tacitus and 
Suetonius tell us. a 
Country-m. That was a {winging Favourite in- 
deed, Mafter ; and one that met with a Reward 
anfwerable to his Merit. What! overtop and de- 


{pife his Prince, who had rais‘d him fo high, and |: 


lov’d him fo well, as to fuffer the People to be guil- 
ty of State-Idolatry towards him ! Strangling was 
too good a Death for him. Had I liv’d then, Ma- 
fter, { would have been for drubbing his Soul out 
of his Body with my Oaken-Towel. 

Obf. Well, Roger, {ince you want a Difcourfe 
on Favourites, I'll refer you to a Book which will 
fit you. 

Couniry-m. Pray do, Mafter; but if you have it, 
pull it out, and let’s pafs this Evening with fome 
of the moft remarkable Paflages of it, 

Obj. With all my Heart, Roger. It is entitl’d, 
The Charatter of an ill Court-F.vourite, reprefenting tke 
Mijchiefs that flow from Minifters of State, when they 
are more great than good; the Arts they ufe to feduce 
their Maffers; and the Unhappinefs of Princes, that 
are cursd with fach deftruttive Servants. Tranflated 
out of French, and printed here in the Reign of King 
Charles the II. 

Country-m. A like the Title hugely, Mafter; for 
we fuffer’d curfedly by Favourites in that Reign; 
one of them, a great bulky Fellowtoo, call’d Fob, 
Duke of Lauderdale. But pray go on with fome 
Paflages out of it. 

_ Obf. In the 2d Page, Roger, he defcribes Favou- 
ntes thus: “ In Effect, they manag’d all the Reins 
“ of the Common-wealth, tho’ their Mafters fat 


“in the Saddle ; they gave Laws to the People, by 
“ recommending Judges; nay, byafs’d Religion it 
 felf, by beftowing Ecclefialtical Dignities, and 
“* the fatteft Benefices, and made the braveft Sword- 
* men kifs their Feet,fiuice they could neither get nor 
** hold any Command of Honour or Profit, but 
“ thro’ their good Graces----. Their feeming 
** Vertues, and perhaps but imaginary Abilitics, 
“were magnify’d and multiply’d, and even. their 
“ Errors, with Veneration conceal'd, extenuated, or 
‘¢ juftify'd - - -. With eafe they trample’d upon their 
c : , , ’ 
“ Adverfaries, and prefer'd their Dependants. 
Country-m, That’s a downright abfolute Power, 
Matter ; as much as the higheft Flyers afcribe to 
Kings themfelves. But 1 remember tho’, our Par- 
laments, even in that Reign, took down the Fa- 
vourites by Impeachments, Cc. notwithftanding 





all the Bribes and good Dinners they gave among 
Parliament-men. But goon, Matter. 

Obf. He fays, Page 4th, Koger, “ That when once 
*€ they were preferr’d to the Misfortune of being 
“* Great, they abandon’d all Thoughts of the pub- 
“* lick Weal ; their Integrity retir’d, to give Place 
“ to their Fortune ; too rank Preferment {tif’'d their 
 Honefty ; and thence forward, they aim’d only 
** to advance their own narrow Intereit, and blow 
* fhort-liv’d Sparks, to warm their private Fingers out 
© of the publick Afhes of their ruin’d Country, Their 
*€ Innocency lafted {carcefo long at Court,as the firft 
“* Man’s did in the Terreftrial Paradice ; tho’ the 
“were not wicked before, yet they believ'd they 
“* ought to become fo; and refolv’d to rid them- 
“ felves of their Confciences, that with lefs In- 
“* cumberance, they might manage the Affairs of 
** State. | 

Coxntry-m. OQ! Matter, what a happy Reign is 
this, which has no fuch Favourites !_ But pray let’s 
have fome more Paflages ; I fee by Foan’s Looks, 
fhe’s hugely pleas’d with them. 7 

Obf. Page 5th and 6th, Roger, he fays, “ They 
“ are portentous Metcors, that blaze in the fuperi- 
“ or Orb; noxious Exhalations drawn up by the 
** wanton Beams of Favour, from the Slime and 
“ Filth of the World, and which prefage more Ca~ 
“ Jamities than a Comet, to thofe Nations in which 
“they appear ----. Such exalted Conditions rare- 
“ly want a Swarm of Flatterers; meer Infeéts bred 
“ out of Putrefaction, by the Warmth of the Roy- 
‘¢ a1 Sun-fhine ; that under the Umbrage of Ado- 
“ vers, make themfelves Mafters 3 and by a Colour 
“ of Service, exercife an Empire, even over thofe 
“ that think they command the Univerfe; whofe fa- 
“ cred Names, in fuch a Cafe, become but a Pafs- 
“port to Mifchiefs; THE/R AUTHORITY A 
“ SANCTUARY TO CRIMES ; their Revenues but 
“ Tinderto Debauchery, and Supplies for Riar - - -, 
“ By fatal Wars, and difhonourable Treaties of 
“ Peace, they abandon the true Intereft of their 
* Country, and play the Mountebanks with the 
“ Body Politick, ‘till they caft it at. once into a 
“ Fever, anda Confumption; endeavour all the 
‘* can to bring the People into Defpair; and woul 
“ gladly reduce the honefter Sort of Men to fo mifera- 
“ blea Condition, as to be unable to fave themfelves, 
© but in a Revolt , that fo they may palliate their own 
“ Villanies by others forc’d Difobedience, and trip 





“ with the Spuils of 4 Naion, ina general Combufhi- 











¢ on of theix own kindling +--+ <3 Tho’ they came 


* 


«“ only out of the Dist, and to {peak truly, are of 


'« kin to no Body, yet they believe themiclves the 


“ Heirs of all the World. There 1s no er of 
t the Crown, no Governor of a Place, whole Suc- 
« ceffion thcy don’t pretend unto ; they think they 
« sre not in Safety, to long as there 1s any Man ye. 
¢ Credit and Authority, that is not a Creature 0 
their own tailing---- Such People commonly 
*¢ introduce theimtelves by low Meaus; and forthe 
« moltPart, juch as are dithoneft and vile, they not 
« deldom owe the Commencement of ther Fortune, 
‘6 +6 the Becuty of their Face, o rthe Interelt of a 
‘© Strumpet : And having once poficis d themielves 
“ of his Mind, they teize on all the Avenues, and 
“© Jeave not {o muchas an Enterance tor A/S GREAT 
“OR PRIVY LOUN.IL, oe 

Page 10. hefays, “ if Favourites hght on thofe 
& {oft Princes, Who are without Sting, or Spirit — % 
& tig fill fo much the worte tor thofe People w ho 
five under them, for abuling the Simplicity of 
‘© their pliant Matter, and taking the Advantages 
« which their Spirit hath over his; they themtelves 
“ reien openly, and their unjutt Dominion adds 
“to the Weight of Tyranny, the Shame that oc- 
“ curs from ae it from a particular Perion, 
7 , Subject. 

te Wel Mafter, the Author or Tran- 
flater has been an arch Wag, upon my Country 
Word. He hit King Charles the Al. who was a4 foft 
and effeminae Prince, tO the Life. But pray go on. 

Obj. An that fame Page he fays, Roger, the Favou- 


rites tell their Mafter, “* That ‘tis more 1afe to ratte | 


e People, who have no Dependance, and 
“e Uo thall aly hold from his Majetty, than to 
€ fe Perfons of ancient Birth, and ot known Pro- 
“ bity, whofe Affections and Party may be already 
“made =------ And Page 11. he fays, “* At lait, 
‘© when he fiath confert don him all the Offices of 
“the Kingdom, and all the Ornaments of his 
“Crown, and has nothing, left to give him, but his 
“ own Perfon, he durrenders that too, with fo ab- 
“‘ folute and total a Refignation, that in the Ba 
‘¢ Monafteries, there 15 not an Example of a Will 
“more fubjected. Henceforward he appears at 
¢* Council, but when his Prefence is neceflary to au- 
“ thorize fome hgh pre-refolv’d Detign, in 


<< the Debate of which he never bore a Part ; and is 


* thew himfelf, for no other Purpote, but 
¥ co julify what thofe that advis'd him to it, are 
“ ‘be d afham'd to OWN. 
TO a ee kat Fra vourites fat, Mafter, when 
the Gentleman drew this Piéture ? Pll warrant you, 
he had the Cardinals Richeliew and far, coat 
Villars Duke of Buckingham, Fohn Man e , 
of Lauderdale, Ker Earl of Somerfet, and knows 
how many other Dukes and Earls fitting all about 
it . But: gO Ole , 
Ove Page 11. ha tay, Roger, “ That inftead of 
 shofe whofe pait Services, arid undoubted Loyal- 
“ ty maintain them 10 Repute, and whofe Fideli- 
lity is without Reproach --- the ambitious do- 


“< maneering Cabal plac: Perfons at their own De- 
_, Auaneering, * 


who never look farther than their Bene-. 


- factors, and therefore ftudy to ferve and advance 
their Interefts, who rais'd them, not the Princes, 
© tho’ fill call. themfelves his Servants, and 
« wonid be thought the greatelt Zealots for his Ho- 


ra] 


maint may an_#nfortunate Prince come 
oo at thi ea) Darened of his Favon- 
* rite: He thath not caft a Look, but prefently a 


© So. renders the other an Account ; mor utter one 
eR sn ee told him again: So that in 
“t - mid{t of his own Court, and among all his 
<t 


x prey upon him; not having one faith- 


« OP wd 






whom. : are tobe had of B. Bragpe ah the Raven in Pater-Nofier- 
# tivity fo aacable, fo baie, nor {fo iifamous , as! Row, and H. Mecre a ¢ Blaek-F ir in Black-Pryars. 
enor 


oy he {hall be environ d with none but Sa-] 
t 


* that of a Prince, who fuffers himfelf to be thackled 
‘in his Cabinet ---. For a Sovereign to give up 


* himfelf a Prey to three or four Fellows, in 
“ the Knowledge and Conduét of all his Affairs, 
“ certainly there cannot be a more iniferable Jztcr- 
“+ conum, than {uch a Prince’s Life, during which he 
“© does nothing, and yet does all thole Evils which 
‘“‘ may happen to the People. In this Condition, 
** he iscivilly dead, and hath, as it were, depos’d 
* himfelf. it is only his Efhgies which is usd in 
“ Publick, which out of Cuftom, and, for aShew, 
* has fome Homages pay'd, and uicleis. Congees 
“ made to it; but tn Eticct, Royalty is fortaken, 
“ and Favour only. courted, anda curs’d Idolatry 
“ committed. For as tome iuperititious Bigots fay 
“ ten Ave-Marys to one Parer-Aofr, and call an 
* hundred tumes oftner upon St, Francw than on our 
“ Saviour; foin thisCaie, where oneadareiles him- 
“ d4elf togthe King, forty Suiters apply themielves 
“ to the Favourite. For indeed, to go to the Prince 
“© without his Mediation, would be a certain Courfe 
“to fpoil your Bulineis, tho’ never io juft init 
“ 4elf, or advantagious to the Publick. 

Page 12. he fays, ** But there are She-Favourites, 
as wellas Bearded-On:s; and tho this be thewea- 
'*© ker Sex, yet both their Paffions and Enchant- 
|<¢ ments are the ftronger of the two. Hercules and 
Achilles were not the only Hero's that truckl'd to 
“ the Diftaft. Love has oftengovern'd the Politicks ; 
“and the Fortune of a whole Kingdom, become 
the Pattime of a debauch’d Woman, 

Country-m. Alas | Matter, for poor King Charles 
the Il. the Dutchefs of Portfmonth, &c. they that 
gave Advice to this Painter, had all thole Veople 
certainly in their View. 











Advertifements. 
This Day is publifh’d, 

4 An Anfwer to theScrutiny ; or, Remarks upon two 
late Differtations upon Horace. Price 2d, To becon-' 
tinu’d. Sold by B. Bragge in Pater-Nofter-Row. ‘Where 
may be had, A Burleique Poem in Praife of Ignorance, 
the greateit Part thereof compos’d 58 Years ago, by Ed- 
mund Hickeringill, price 1 s. Poems on feveral Occafi- 
ons, by Thomas Couch, A. B. Oxon, price 1s, ‘The fe- 
ditious Infeéts; or, The Levellers aflembl’d in Convo- 
cation, a Poem. price 1s. The Landlords Tale, a Poem. 
From the 28th Book of Orlando Furiofo, in two Can- 


to’s. Price rs. 
The Purifying Extract, 


Difeafes in the Body or Limbs: By executing radically 
the neceffary, preventive, and chiefeft curative Opera~ 
tions in all Cafes; the moft ufeful, eafy, and commo- 
dious Relief the World hath yet been blefs’d with. As 
at large fet forth in the Myiiery of curing comprehen- 
fively. By a Phyfician forty Years converfant in Pre- 
rations, Tryals, and Reforms; gradually acquiring 

uch as excel, the Traditional Book Medicines, At 
the Moor’s-Head, his Houfe, in Eagle-ftreét, by Red-~ 
Lyon-Square. 

The moft excellent Spirit 6F Ground Ivy, diftill’d 

to its Perfection. It infallibly cools and fweer~ 

ens the Blood, and mightily helps to. keep the 
Stomach in order, It hath likewife a more than ordina - 
ry Effect upon the Lungs, by preventing and wearing off 


e{pecially Con tions, it is hardly to be imagin’d of 
what Sesiehi a It is to be drank in Wine, Ale, 
or the Waters, whereby Gentlemen may carry it in their 
Pockets, arid drink it at their Pleafure. To be fold with. 
printed Disections,only at the Bible in Fetter-lane, at rs. 
a Bottle.» Note, ir will be found much more ufeful than 
} what is generally call’d Gill-Ale, where the Quinteffence 
| of the Herbis never extra¢ted.. At the fame Place is hke- 

wile fold, the true SPinatof Elder, by the firft Preparer. 
‘As alfo the Spisit of Scurvy-Grals. nye Me 


. 


him, that dare truly repreféut Compleat Sets of Te eeet aoe: or fingle Ones, 
“anges 0 one_fioticit Ear, to ries ir was begun by Mr. Turchin, to tis Time, 
e | his own.- >. There is no Cap- | 





4 Preferver of Health and Vigour, and ye nome 
five Reftorer from acute Sicknefse and painful ick © 


fhort hafking Coughs, and preferving the Lungs found 
andentire. In any cafe where the Blood wants rectifying, . 
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